St. Clair’'s Defeat: Improving
Interpretation in Collaboration with
American Indian Tribes

Christine Thompson
Applied Anthropology Laboratories,
Ball State University
October 6, 2023

Learning in Action: Student Centered Research

§ = BALL STATE
UUUUUUUUUU
\/ College of Sciences

L.earn. Work. Discover.




Abstract

The Northwest Indian War battle St. Clair’s Defeat
(1791) involved multiple Native Tribes and the U.S.
military. Archaeological research has evolved into
updated interpretation co-created with descendent
Tribes. We share two interpretive products including
an online walking tour and traveling exhibit “St. Clair’s
Defeat Revisited: A New View of the Conflict”.
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1783 — Treaty of Paris

1785/6 — Western Indian Confederacy
formed

1787 — Northwest Ordinance
1790 — Harmar’s Campaign
1791 - St. Clair’s Campaign

= Nov 4, 1791 — St. Clair’s Defeat
1793 — Battle of Fort Recovery
1794 —Battle of Fallen Timbers
1795 — Treaty of Greenville 5 e
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1803 — Ohio Statehood 9 2
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St. Clair’s Defeat — Nov 4, 1791

 U.S. Army ~1,400 soldiers & camp
followers, Gen. Arthur St. Clair

e Devastated by American Indian
confederacy of ~1,400+ warriors

— Weyapiersenwah (Blue Jacket,
Shawnee) Mihsihkinaahkwa by ulie Olds,

aamia citizen and artis
— MihSihkinaahkwa (Little Turtle, Miami) " t -

* Worst defeat ever of U.S. Army at
the hands of the American Indians

— 632 soldiers plus nearly all camp
Arthur St. Clair Official

followers killed; 250+ wounded Portrait by

Charles Wilson Peale,

— ~20-30 Native Americans killed c. 1783



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:ArthurStClairOfficialPortrait-restored.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Little_Turtle.jpg
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Restructuring of Wayne’s Legion
1792-1793




Battle ot Fort Recovery
June 30, 1794

As many as 2,000 Native g? f" .
Americans PN

Two day battle, U.S. victory St

U.S. victory at Battle of
Fallen Timbers 6 weeks
later

Effectively ended Indian
resistance in Northwest
Territories and led to the
Treaty of Greenville
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7e/American_Legion_1794.jpg

Treaty of Greenville 1795
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BETWEEN THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
i AND THE AR

.o TRIBES OF INDIANS,

X CALLED THE

Wyandots, Delawares, Shawances, Ottawas,
. Chipewas, Putawatimes, Miamis, Eel-

3 river, Weeds, Kickapoos, Pian-
kafhaws, and Kafkafkias.

FF0 put an end to a deftruétive war, to fet-
tle all controverfies, and to reftore har-

mony and a friendly intercourfe between the
faid United States, and Indian tribes ; Antho-
ny Wayne, major-general, commanding the
army of the United States, and fole commif~
 fioner for the good 'purpofes above-mentioned,
and the [aid tribes of Indians, by'(heir Sachems,
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Topics

2. Archaeological and preservation research



Research Focus: landscape analysis, both in the
context of the location of recovered artifacts and in
the role the landscape played in the battle strategies
of both the American Indian alliance and U.S. forces.

Research results: a more nuanced interpretation of
the battle, one that more fully recognizes and
balances the involvement and decisions of both the
American Indian tribes and the U.S. military.



Core Battlefield Boundary

6010 Expanded Battlefield Boundary
Updated Expanded Battlefield Boundary
(8]
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Areas visible by the US Army

‘ I Areas not visible by the US Army




Legend

St. Clair's Encampment
B

NAC Crescent and Avenue of Approach
[#]
Visibility from St. Clair's Forces

WNot Visible
Visible

Original Wabash River Path
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3. Updated interpretation






THE BATTLE OF THE WABASH AND THE BATTLE OF FORT RECOVERY:
MAPPING THE BATTLEFIELD LANDSCAPE AND
PRESENT DAY FORT RECOVERY, OHIO

A Cooperative Project with
National Park Service American Battlefield Protection Program
Grant # GA-2255-12-001; GA-2287-13-001; GA-2287-13-002
Ball State University
Ohio History Connection
Fort Recovery Historical Society

By:
Christine K. Thompson, Principal Investigator
Erin A. Steinwachs

Kevin C. Nolan, Co-Principal Investigator

Contributions:
Shelbi Long
Debra Hollon
Erin Donovan

March 2016

Reports of Investigation 94
Applied Anthropology Laboratories, Department of Anthropology
Ball State University, Muncie, IN 47306
Phone: 765-285-5328 Fax: 765-285-2163

Web Address: http://www.bsu.edu/aa

For copies: Kristen L. McMasters, Archeologist Planner and Grants Manager, National Park Service, American Battlefield Protection
Program, 1201 Eye Street NW (2287), Washington, DC 20005
(202-354-2037)

Battle of the Wabash — Field of Fire Map A

Firearms’ Field of Fire

Comparison of the Effective
Ranges of Various Firearms
at the Battle of the Wabash

Logend

/ Range - Charlaville Musket - 50 yds
a8 Range - Pennsylvania/Kentucky Rifle - 300 yds
. Range - Brown Bess Musket - 75 yds
Note: The Imegular area of the rang e Is dus 1o the topography N
atthe specific locathon used for testing. The actusl range
would generally be the sntire arcas drawn, o 50 100 200 Yards A
—t— et} t—t—+4

The ability to see the enemy and the ability to effectively fire upon the enemy are not necessarily the same
thing. In this analysis, the field of fire of individual weapons was considered. Field of fire calculations include
variables such as height between the muzzle and ground, effective range of the firearm, and general accuracy
of the firearm. A comparison of the relative fields of fire for the Charleville musket (carried by most of the U.S.
Army), Brown Bess musket (carried by most of the Native Americans), and Pennsylvania Kentucky rifles
(carried by most of the Kentucky militia) reveals the obvious advantage of a rifle in effective range.
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Welcome to the Bat
This 1.5 mile battlefield tour loop with
15 stops can be enjoyed on any
computer, smart phone, or t...

0 98% [) 4

The 1,500 warriors of the America&y; (o) A=

SHOW TITLE

American Indian Alliance Strat...
The American Indian alliance, led by
Weyapiersenwah (Blue Jacket) and
Mihsihkinaahkwa (Little Turtle) consisted of...

Northwest Indian War 178...

The Northwest Indian War pitted the
U.S. against an alliance of American
Indian tribes. In 1790, President Georg...

The Battlefield, It's Bigger Tha...
Since 2010, the Applied Anthropology
Laboratories (AAL) at Ball State University has
conduc...

The Battle of the Wabash, ...
In spring 1791, Major General Arthur St.
Clair became leader of the U.S. military

campaign. St. Clair was to build...

Camp Followers Caught in the ...
Inside the two lines of St. Clair's main
encampment were campfires tended by camp
followers who were responsible for cooking

The Old Wabash River

The Wabash River (since rerouted)
played a key role in the Battle of the

Construction of a Fort named "...
In 1792, Major General Anthony Wayne was

named the U.S. military leader. While at
G...

Wabash. Major General Arthur St. Clair...

The Battle of Fort Recovery, Ju...
On June 29, 1794, a convoy of over 360
packhorses arrived from Greeneville. After
unloading supplies, th...

Kentucky Militia Encampm...
St. Clair's Kentucky Militia camped

across the Wabash River from the main
encampment. The 1,500 warriors of th...

Discoveries of Today

Based on historical records, the original Fort
Recovery, constructed in 1793, was known to
have been bui...

MmO

Weaponry of the Battles

In addition to traditional weaponry like war
clubs, bows, and tomahawks, the American
In...
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Welcome to the Battles of ...
This 1.5 mile battlefield tour loop with ¥ | American Indian Alliance Strat...

Weyapiersenwah (Blue Jacket) and

computer, smart phone, or t... Mihsihkinaahkwa Little Turtle) consisted of...
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& Northwest Indian
War 1785-1795

The Northwest Indian War pitted the U.S. against an
alliance of American Indian tribes. In 1790, President
George Washington ordered Brigadier General Josiah
Harmar to lead U.S. forces into Shawnee and Miami
territory near Kiihkayonki (present-day Fort Wayne,
Indiana). The Indian alliance soundly defeated Harmar's
troops, however Harmar destroyed the Kiihkayonki
villages and crops. (Sketch map of the villages of
Kiihkayonki from Major Ebenezer Denny's diary, dated
October 1790)

YIEY OF THE MAUMEE TOWNS

DESTROYVED BY GEXERAL HANM

Media

SHOW TITLE

ﬂ,l American Indian
Alliance Strategy

The American Indian alliance, led by Weyapiersenwah
(Blue Jacket) and Mihsihkinaahkwa (Little Turtle)
consisted of 150 Ottawa, 150 Ojibwa, 100 Potawatomi,
100 Miami, 300 Shawnee, 300 Delaware, 200 Wyandot,
75 Seneca Cayuga, and 25 Cherokee. While the Miami,
Shawnee, and Delaware in the center of the crescent
attacked the Kentucky Militia, the two ends of the
crescent surrounded St. Clair's army within 15 minutes.
In less than 3 hours, over 800 U.S. soldiers and civilians
were killed and 350 wounded. This crescent strategy to
surround the enemy with minimal Indian casualties had
been used in previous smaller battles, but never so
successfully and so quickly.

X
Battle of the Wabash Wyandot,
Miltia Retreat and Camp Encirclement Seneca,
Cherokee
Miami,
Shawnee,
Delaware
Legend
B Tribal Units
Ottawa, I US Army Units & Militia
Ojibwe, Civilians
Potawatomi - Trace
= Tribal Movement
=% Army Movement
o 125 250 500 Meters
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4. Evolution of Tribal involvement



Community Engaged Scholarship in
Indian Country:
Two Communities to Engage!!

e Community of Fort Recovery
— Local
— Euro-American perspective of battle
— Great pride in history and interest in our research

* Tribal Nations
— Dispersed
— Multiple tribal histories of battle
— Great pride in history and interest in our research



Community Engaged Research
and Scholarship

“The goals of community engaged scholarship are the
generation, exchange and application of mutually
beneficial and socially useful knowledge and
practices developed through active partnerships
between the academy and the community.”

-
EngagementScholarship

CRPO - IV 'S O <L AT |y

Committed to excellence in the scholarship and practice of engagement locally and globally




Levels of Engaged Scholarship
In Fort Recovery

Toa For a In a With a Driven by a
community i community | community i community | community

2016 - hadn't heard term CES, innately doing
this + community support requirements



Levels of Engaged Scholarship
with Tribal Nations

\ 4

Toa For a In a With a
community i community f community f community

Driven by a

community

We needed to get better!
Tribes wanted to collaborate and co-create.
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9 Tribes in American Indian Alliance on Nov 4, 1791

= at least 39 federally recognized tribes today
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A. Lessons learned and tips

AKA: Things | wish | had automatically known
or understood better in 2010



Understand the Basics of
Federally Recognized Tribes

Sovereign Nation

Government-to-government relationship with US
Specific responsibility, powers, services and protections
574 federally recognized American Indian tribes in US
~44 have ties to Ohio — treaty claims, lived here,
removal, hunting territory, etc.

Not a club or group, a Sovereign Nation - citizens



Always Remember: Individual Tribes

You are dealing with specific Tribes not American
Indians as one large group

Each Tribe will have different collective experiences,
histories, and opinions

Be aware of this in interpretation, use specific Tribal
names when you can

Deal with Tribes individually when you can

Learn a little about each tribe’s history — tribal website



Learn Your Geography

What tribes lived in, hunted in, traveled
through, or had a treaty claim in your area?

A subset of the 44 Ohio Tribes will most likely be
most interested in your project

Review tribal websites - history

Good place to start
https://www.ohiohistory.org/learn/american-
indian-relations



https://www.ohiohistory.org/learn/american-indian-relations

Make Contact

Have a project that involves tribes? Contact
them!

Look for: Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
(THPO), Cultural Resource Officer or if
NAGPRA, specific NAGPRA person

Personal contact is best vs. mass
correspondence

If OHC site, ask their advice first



Do Good Research

* Tribes expect and deserve scholarly research
based on best practices

 Researchers in your organization or existing
partnership or form partnership

* Look for research partner with existing Tribal
relationships

e OHCsite, involve them!

 OHC American Indian guidelines/policy



Stop Talking. Start Listening

Be prepared to think about things very
differently

Do not assume your worldview is the only
worldview

Seemingly innocuous questions or statements
may spur answers that you never imagined.
Be open and patient.



Building Lasting, Trusting
Relationships

Building relationships IS doing something
Long-term investment

Networking

We build “visiting” into our OK trips

Take a real interest in your Tribal
collaborators culture and events, etc.



Watch Your Language!

Word choice is very important

Words are packing with meaning based on
our experiences and worldview

Tribal trust, so they can point these things out
to you so your interpretation is respectful and
imparts the correct meaning

See your mistakes as opportunities to learn



Keep Showing Up

Go hear citizens from Federally Recognized
Tribes speak — introduce yourself
Conferences (you're here today!)

Special events involved Tribes

OHC offerings

Seek at academic partners

Wonder what we would have missed had we
not showed up for some things?



More on
Community Engaged Research

All of this takes time, better end product
People are busy, plan ahead

Be prepared to “unlearn” some things, so
you can think differently

“become an expert at not always being the
expert” = sharing pOwWer (ennifer latz, striveTogether)



Be Prepared and Plan
to Let Things Happen

No idea in 2010 where this would end up

If | would have predicted and planned it all, it
would have been wrong

Good Research

+ Tribal Relationships

+ Keep Showing Up

+ Keep Listening and Collaborating

= Let Good Things Happen
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5. Co-created interpretation



St. Clair’s Defeat Revisited:
A New View of the Conflict

We build upon our trusting relationships with
tribal partners to co-create and co-design a
traveling exhibit that truly represents and
reflects the views of American Indians. The end
product will be a traveling exhibit and
presentations created with tribal communities
for tribal communities.

Do
'R\, NATIONAL
> 4@ W ENDOWMENT
X %M FOR THE
QG 44 HUMANITIES
£




Tribal Humanities Scholars

Nekole Alligood (Delaware Nation), NAGPRA Specialist, Ohio History Connection

Matthew Bussler (Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians), Tribal Historic
Preservation Officer

Chief Ethel Cook (Ottawa Tribe of Oklahoma)

Stacey Halfmoon (Caddo/Choctaw/Delaware), Senior Director Choctaw Cultural
Center, formerly American Indian Liaison at Ohio History Connection

Rhonda Hayworth (Ottawa Tribe of Oklahoma), Tribal Historic Preservation
Officer

Larry Heady (Delaware Tribe of Indians), Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Norman Hildebrand (Wyandotte Nation), Second Chief

Diane Hunter (Miami Tribe of Oklahoma), Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
William Tarrant (Seneca-Cayuga Nation), Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Tonya Tipton (Shawnee Tribe), Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

Chief Glenna Wallace (Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma)



BACKGROUND
/ CONTEXT

Introduction

Tensions leading
to War

Northwest Indian
War

BATTLE

St. Clair’s Defeat

Tribal and Settler

Weaponry and
Artifacts

Different
Worldviews;
Different
Strategies

AFTERMATH

Immediate
Aftermath, Treaty
of Greeneville

Treatment and
Expulsion of
American Indians

Erasure of
Memory / Loss of
Identity

PERSISTENCE

Effects
Reverberate to
the Present

Recreating Lost
Memories/ Filling
in the Loss of
Identity

Tribes Today

Traveling Exhibit themes became apparent not even

2 hours into first meeting



British
North American

Ojibwe
(Chippews)
Northwest Territory

Miami
X Wabash

Spa. ",Eh Northwest Territary
Louisiana

lllinois z
Lenapi

(Delaware)

Southwest Territory e

Reflections on Complicated Histories

‘The Northwest Indian War (1785-1795) is pivotal in Native history. St. Clair's Defeat is
one of the greatestvictories of Native Tribes over an invading force. A devastating defeat

to the US. Army, the aftermath influenced US. relations with Native Americans for

generations to come. The battle illustrates the coordinated Tribal efforts necessary
protect their homelands.

These events led to Euro-American settlement of the Northwest Territory :md
realization of “manifest destiny”, often p as brave
settlers conquering any obstacle to rcach new heights of liberty. Thc mher side of dns
narrative is often forgotten and includes invasion, violence, dispossession, forced
remowal, and attempted erasure of identity of Native peoples that still exist and persist
today.

The true history of Ohio and Indiana's Native peoples is complicated, fascinating, and
requires critical reflection upon past motives of people on both sides, and consequences
for present-day descendants. It isa story frequently glossed over in public education and
when told, often presents Native peoples as part of the past, the “Indian problem” that
has been solved.

“I was much surprised to hear you say
it was my forefathers had set the
example to the other Indians in selling
their lands. I will inform you in what
manner the French and the English
occupied those places... Brothers, these
people never told us they wished to

purchase our lands from us.”

Tensions Leading to War

Native peoples have occupied land making up Ohio and Indiana for
Over 12,000 years, managing waterways, transportation routes, and
landscapes. This infrastructure sustained Tribal communities and
trade centers across millions of acres. European contact in the 17th
and 18th centuries was based on the fur trade, and Natives traded
with the French and British. Thousands of Miami, Delaware,
Shawnee, Wyandot, Ottawa, Seneca, and Potawatomi people
hunted, traded, and lived in the Ohio Country.

Euro-Americans mistakenly saw this managed landscape as
untamed wilderness with wasted potential. This view justified
invasion and removal in the name of “civilization™. The British,
French, and U.S. used various means of acquiring land, including
ggression, treaties, egies to divide different Tribes,
and creating maps to name and claim territory for settlement and
“improvement™.

DL e

The 1783 Treaty of Paris changed the dynamic of land tensions
when Britain ceded “claimed control” of these lands to the U.S. The
US. was already selling this land to generate revenue to settle
debts, further justifying invasions into Native lands,and leading to
uncontrolled Euro-American settlement.

“Brothers you have talked to us about concessions. It appears strange
that you should expect any from us who have only been defending
our just rights against your invasions— We want peace—Restore to
us our own country and we shall be enemies no longer.”

Northwest Indian War

During the 1780s, settlers poured down the Ohio River into Native
territory. Tribes attacked riverboats and encroaching settlements
tostop invasion of their homelands. Hostilities escalatedasthe US.
military initiated raids into Native territory. The US. needed
money from sale and settlement of western lands; settlers
demanded protection.

Miami, Shawnee, Delaware, Ottawa, Wyandotte, Ojibwe, Seneca,
Cherokee, and Potawatomi met regularly in council to deliberate
the responses to US, military ifivasion. Continued disregard for
treaties, failed peace talks, and the 1789 construction of Fort
Washington were clear signals that the U.S. had little intention of
stopping the invasion.

In fall 1790, a U.S. military campaign targeted the Miami, Shawnee,
and Delaware village of Kihkayonki. Troops burned structures,
destroyed crops, and killed 120-150 people.

Major General Arthur St. Chir's 171 campaign ako targeted
Kithkayonki. Marching north from Fort Washington, 1,400 US.
troops built a chain of forts. Miami and Shawnee scouts monitored
the army’s progress. Runners were sent to other Tribes, asking to
assemble in Kiihkayonki to prepare for an attack.




“I auas astonished to see the
amazing efect of the Enemy’s
»

fire.
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“A terrible volley awas poured in upon us, e

accompanied «with appalling yells, as it might from g,,

a thousand throats, and at the same instant I saws 7%
Indians springing out from their covers in every

direction and rushing down upon us in

Ottawa,
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Weapons of War

By the 17908, Natives seldom usad bows and arrows in
war. Native fighters used a variety of smoothbore
muskets and rifles, mostly acquired from the British.
The British Brown Bess fired 75 caliber pmjectiles or
combinations of different sized balls. They also used a
variety of tomahawks, wooden clubs, and knives.

The U.S. Army used mostly 69 caliber smoothbore
French Charleville muskets from the Revolutionary War,
often with a bayonet. Many of the Kentucky Militia
carried their own .40 10 .48 caliber rifles, tomahawks,
and knives. Rifles took longer to load than muskets and
did not have bayonets, but were much more accurate.
Officers often carried pistols.

St. Chir's army had eight cannons. The Native forces
targeted the sokdiers operating the cannons, rendering
the heavy artillery totally ineffective during bartle.

Wyandot,
Seneca,
Cherokee

St. Clair’s Defeat

After St. Qlair left Fort Jefferson on October 24, men
at Kiihkayonki moved south in parties of 20 to 30,
traveling 5o miles in seven days. On November 3,
approximately 1,400 fighters fiom nine Tribes
assembled in a huge crescent formation on a high
ridge northwest of St Chir's encampment on the
Wabash River.

At dawn on November 4, the Miami, Shawnee, and
Delaware attacked the KentuckyMilitia, nor thwestof
St. Chirs amy. Native fighters caught the militia
unaware, forcing a scramble acioss the Wabash,
causing chaos and confusion in the main camp.

= 50 people

Viounded

St Clair's Defoat Killed:
1)

Battle of the Litfle
Bighom (1876)

Native Nativo
combatants casuatios

Simultancously, Tribes on the left and right
surrounded St. Clair's camp within 15 minutes. The
three-hour battle was an overwhelming victory for
Native Tribes.

US. casualties were enormous. Over 650 US. soldiers
were killed, including 31 commissioned officers.
Several hundred camp fllowers were killed or taken
prisoner. Historical accounts show that between 20 to
35 Natives were killed. This well-planned and
cakulated victory is often called the greatest defeatof
the US. Army.

US. M USS. Milita

Combatants camaltion

thetti Killed: #4440 0114
Fiiiid

i
e Wounded: {41441

ettt xitded: R
tie Wounded: §

“The attack awas most impetuous and the
carnage for a feaw moments shocking. Many
Indians threaw aaway their guns, leaping in

among the Americans..”

overawhelming numbers.” -

Different Worldviews; Different Strategies

Natve Troope: What Could They See? S Chirs Excum mact: What couichdt ey see?

P o e wwe
oy T U
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The crescent formation used to defeat the US. Armywas not  Native combatants used the narural landscape to their

new. However, the tactic had never been used in such alarge  advantage; the hills and trees provided concealment and

bartle. The crescent strategy allowed a force to surround the  cover while they surrounded St. Chir' army undetected. The

enemy in a short time to maximize enemy losses and  Wabash River and a creck were used to pen in St. Qlair's

minimize casualties. troops. The environment hindered the US. military. They
had no visiility of the crescent formation beyond the high

With nofortification for protection on anunknown kndscape,  ridge, while St. Clair's encampment was completely visible to

the US. military depended on their cannons. A group of the Tribes.

Miami, led by Eepiihkaanita (Williams Wells), was tasked with

picking off the cannoneers and making the cannons

inoperable. The cannons were awkwardly positioned on high

ground, causing fired shot To soar above incoming Tribal

fighters.




Treaty of Greenville

After their decisive victory, some Tribes wanted to attack Fort Jefferson, 30 miles
south. However, lack of food was affecting Tribal families, as crops were destroyed by
previous US. attacks. Unlike the U.S. military, Tribes were fighting in their
homeland with families tofeed, so the men returned to their communities.

Councils and failed treaty talks followed. Tribes demanded removal of the existing
forts which violated previous treaties, and that the U.S. honor the established Indian
Country boundary of the Ohio River. In response, the US. military built more forts,
including Fort Recovery at the site of St Clair's Defeat. Tribes attacked convoys
traveling between forts to disrupt the U.S. military supply chain. The Battle of Fallen
Timbers,a US. victory in August 1794, effectively ended the Northwest Indian War,
fallowed by lengthy peace negotiations.

The 1795 Treaty of Greenville, “a treaty of peace”, proved to be first of many land
cessions. Itestablisheda boundary line ing across what is today Ohio, ceding
2/3 of it to the U.S, while guaranteeing Native hunting and fishing rights in the
ceded territory.

boundary line between the Indians
and the United States, but I now
take the liberty to inform you, that
that line cuts off from the Indians a
large portion of country, which has
been enjoyed by my forefathers time
immemorial; without molestation or
dispute. The print of my ancestors'
houses are every where to be seen

in this portion.”

~ THE AFTERMATH
“We soon found ourselves on the grand prairies of Illinois,
under a burning sun and without shade from one camp to

another. They are as vast as the ocean, and the eye seeks in

vain for a tree. Not a drop of water can be found there - it

was a veritable torture for our poor sick, some of whom died
each day from weakness and fatigue.”

T e e ]

Treatment and Expulsion of Native Peoples

E i s ey wes il diecnl, wraion i
survival,

Settlers flooded into ceded land and beyond treaty
d. ‘Euro-Ameri all

-~ e Erasure of Memory; Loss of Identity
supporting Ohio statehood in 803, Native populations

Many Tribal members admittedly know little about St. Clair's Defeat. Why
has sucha great victary been seemingly rgotten?

Despite acquiring millions of acres of Tribal homelands by breaking treaties
and forced removal, the U.S, feit there was still an “Indian problem”. The
solution was to assimilate Native children into “civilized” society. By 1926,
357 Indian boarding schools housed 82% of school-sge Tribal children.
Children were often forcibly removed from families to attend schools across
the country for instruction and manual Isbor. Children were renamed in
English, and punished for speaking their language, practicing their culture,
and acting “lile an Indian”

As ith aws their ©
survive, Natives were forced to make very persomal,
life-changing decisions. Some chose to flee further west and
north. Others struggled to remain in Chio and Indiana,

ing Euro-American dress, housing, and
agriculture to survive. The Shawnee, Ottawas, and Senecas were
forcibly held on reservations.

The 1830 Indian Removal Act, signed by President Jackson,
enabled the US. to remove Tribal Nations from their homelands.

Even after most boarding schools closed, Native children continued to be
talen from families. Before the 1978 Indian Child Welfare Act, 2535% of

Native children were in adoptive homes, foster care, or institutions; 9o% with
non-Native families. Decades of USS. policy designed to “kill the Indian, save
the man” broke up families and dismantied the chain of storytelling used to
pass on history and culture, including accomplishments lile St. Clair's
Defeat.

m&&(&.&;mmmmﬁu’tdmmmhnd
different from their homelands, greatly disrupting lifeways and
Journeys

battlefield.

Not all Tribes were physically removed from their homeland;
sometimes families within Tribes had different removal experiences.
Some Potawatomi and Ojibwe remained in their homelands. The
experience of intended erasure of culture was a common thread
among all Tribes.

“Dear friend, none of the pupils wbose terms are not over «will be
alloawed to go bome for wacation this summer, so your daughter Mabel
awill have to stay here «with the others. I am <very sorry I cannot comply
aith your request in this portion.”




“We are not a
people of the past.
We are a living

people with a past.”

Effects Reverberate to the Present

The tremendous victory on November 4, 1791,
was a precursor to great loss of homelandsand
culture for descendent Tribes, with effects still
felt today. The 17: eaty of Greenville
resulted in loss of nearly
Tribal homelands in the Ohio Country.
Subsequent forced removal caused death,
fractured families, and physically removed
people hundreds of miles from landscapes and

sacred places known for centuries. Decades of
cultural suppression resulted in loss of

language and history that continues to be felt
by Tribes today.

million acres of

The battleground of St. Clair's Defeatis located
in present-day Fort Recovery, Ohio. Like many
Native sites in homelands, it was for years
interpreted from a Euro-American perspective.
The U.S. Military and St. Clair were lauded as
fallen heroes. Native combatants, whose
homelands were being invaded and cultures
were forever changed, were giwn little
mention and referred to as “savages”.

Generations in Ohio and Indiana heard only
this message, with few opportunities to learn
about rcmtwal and today's descendent Tribes.

o b~
Recreating Lost Memories;
Filling in the Loss of Identity

Despite enormous hardships and unconsciomable efforts by the U.S.
government, Tribes persist. Native Americans are not “extinct” or simply part
of history.

The ®34 Indian Reorganization Act, i of Native
traditions and culture, was a first step in uvumng cultural genocide and
forced assimilation that had taken place since the late r700s. Manydescendent
Tribes of St Chir's Defeat became federally recognized under the 1936
Oklahoma Indian Welfare Act, while others did not achieve federal
recognition until the 980s or after. Federal recognition and 1‘l1bal
sovereignty enabled the rebuilding of Tribal g and

infrastrocture.

Many descendent Tribes of St. Chirs Defeat now focus on language and
cultural revitalization. These efforts often inchude “rediscovery” of and
renewed interest in Tribal homelands and sacred places in what is now Ohio
and Indiama. Knowledge of places such as the St. Clair's Defeat battlefield are
shared with Tribal citizens hundreds of miles and generations removed from
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Glenna;J .A'Wéllace

Chief, Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma



INTRODUCTION TENSIONS LEADING TO WAR NORTHWEST INDIAN WAR Profiles Tribal Histories Banner Image

Northwest Indian War

During the 1780s, settlers continued to pour down the Ohio River into Indian Territory. Native

Tribes attacked riverboats and encroaching settlements to stop the intrusion on their homelands.
Hostilities escalated as the U.S. military initiated raids into Indian Territory. The financially
unstable U.S. government needed money from sale and settlement of western lands; settlers

demanded protection.

The Miami, Shawnee, Delaware, Ottawa, Wyandotte,
Obijwe, Seneca, Cherokee, and Potawatomi tribes met
regularly in council to deliberate the U.S. military
invasion. Continued U.S. disregard for treaties, failed
peace talks, and the construction of Fort Washington in
1789 were clear signals that the U.S. government had
little intention of stopping the attack on their homelands.

In fall 1790, a U.S. military campaign targeted the Miami,
Shawnee, and Delaware village of Kiihkayonki. U.S. troops
burned structures, destroyed crops, and killed an

estimated 120-150 people.

Weyapiersemwah (Blue Jacket) was an accomplished fighter and
directed the Shawnee’s alliance with the British during the American
Revolution (1775-1783). His leadership continued in the Northwest
Arthur St. Clair, targeted Kiithkayonki. Marching north Indian War, leading the Shawnee during the defeat of St. Clair.
from Fort Washington, the 1,400 U.S. troops built a chain

of forts, with Fort Jefferson built in October. Miami and

A second U.S. campaign in 1791, led by Major General




ST. CLAIR’S DEFEAT

REVISITED

THE CONFLICT

St. Clair’s Defeat Revisited: A New View of the Conflict

will be at the Fort Recovery Museum on these dates (free admission, 11:00 am to 4:00 pm)

Nov 4 and 5 — Sat, Sun

Nov 10, 11, and 12 — Fri, Sat, Sun
Nov 17, 18, and 19 — Fri, Sat, Sun
Nov 24, 25, and 26 — Fri, Sat, Sun
Dec 1, 2, and 3 — Fri, Sat, Sun

Dec 8, 9, and 10 — Fri, Sat, Sun
Dec 15, 16, and 17 — Fri, Sat, Sun
Dec 21, 22, and 23 — Thurs, Fri, Saﬂ
Dec 28, 29, and 30 — Thurs, Fri, Sat
Jan 5, 6, and 7 - Fri, Sat, Sun

Follow us at https://fortrecoverymuseum._com/ or on Facebook hitps://www facebook com/FortRecoveryMuseum




Relationships beget relationships




Interpreting St.
Clair’s Defeat
through the Eyes
of Tribal Citizens
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Contact Info

" Christine Thompson — ckkeller2@bsu.edu

= Fort Recovery State Museum —
www.fortrecoverymuseum.com or Facebook



http://www.fortrecoverymuseum.com/

