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Who was John Madden? 

• Charasimatic coach for the Oakland Raiders 1969-1978
qNever had a losing season
qInducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 2006 for his coaching career

• Commercial Celebrity
• Top Broadcaster in the NFL 1979-2009
• Co-Creator of Madden NFL Video Game 1988 - Present

qOver $4 billion in sales

• Most Famous Aerophobic (Fear of Flying) in the United States
qStopped flying in 1979
qFamously traveled via the “Madden Cruiser”
qHow did he travel before the “Madden Cruiser?” 





History and Travels Madden Cruiser

• Madden began broadcasting in 1979 and late that season 
vowed to never fly again
• Greyhound offered the a Greyhound bus converted into an RV 

to Madden in 1987 in exchange for speaking engagements
• John Madden donated his first Madden Cruiser in 2018
• In 1994 after 600,000 miles on the road the original Madden 

Cruiser was retired



History Madden Cruisers 

• Madden would have five more Cruisers until the end of his 
broadcast career in 2009
• Sponsors included Walker Mufflers and Outback Steakhouse
• Madden’s costs were food and telephone calls
• After receiving a new RV the original Madden Cruiser was 

initially used by family for travel 
• Madden’s agent Sandy Montag was given the bus for RV-ing. 

The exterior was changed. 



Madden Cruiser Challenges for the Hall 

• There was no space inside the building to exhibit or store the 
Madden Cruiser
• No funding allocated to its care
• No vehicle care expert on staff 
• No plan for the Madden Cruiser to generate revenue
• Exterior of the Madden Cruiser had changed



Madden Cruiser Exterior Renovation 



Opened for Tours in 2019 







Covid Location 

















Madden Cruiser at Allegiant Stadium 















NFL Honors Red Carpet at Sofi Stadium 



























Post-Covid Challenges

• New leadership for the Hall
• New repair issues for the Madden Cruiser

qBrakes
qCircuits 
qAir Conditioning 

• No additional staffing for its care
• Reduced space for outdoor exhibition
• But public interest remained 















What Have Been the Costs?

• $300 Monthly Storage Fee
• $2300 AC Replacement in 2019

qAs of 2023 needs to be replaced

• $8,000 Repairs in 2022
• $47,000 to Transport to the Las Vegas Raiders 
• $18,000 to Transport to Super Bowl LVI
• $15,000 to Transport to John Madden Funeral
• $1,800 to Repair Circuit Breakers
• 75% reduction in attendance at new location 



How Did 
We Get 
Here?



Henry Ford Museum 
Matt Anderson – Curator of Transporation 
Cuong T. Nguyen – Senior Conservator 

JFK Assassination Vehicle Rosa Parks Bus 



Collections Policy on Large Historic Vehicles 



Advice To Any Museum Considering A Large Historic Vehicle 



Senator John Heinz History Center
Anne P. Madarasz – Director Curatorial Division/Chief Historian/Director WPSM 

1919 Pittsburgh Fire Engine 1949 Streetcar #1724



Collections Policy on Large Historic Vehicles 



Advice on Collecting Large Historic Vehicles 



Rock & Roll Hall of Fame
Emmanuel “Jun” Francisco – Director of Collections Management 

Johnny Cash Bus Elvis Presley Car 



Acquisition of Johnny Cash Bus 



Collections Policy on Large Historic Vehicles Today



Advice on Collecting Large Historic Vehicle 



Points to Consider When Collecting Large Historic Vehicles  

• Space
qDo you have indoor or outdoor exhibit space?
qDo you have storage space?

• Educational piece or accessioned artifact? 
qOperable? 

• Staffing
qDo you have vehicle care experts?
qDo you have staff that can move or operate it?
qDo you have guest services staffing?

• Costs
qThere will be yearly costs. Can you afford that? 
qCan a benafactor fund the care? 
qDo you have equipment for support?

• Don’t collect it if you don’t have the organization’s commitment or resources for 
proper care.



Resources 

• Conserve O’Gram September, 1999 Number 10/3 “Preparing 
Historic Motorized Vehicles for Storage or Exhibit”
• “The Care and Preservation of Historic Motor Vehicles” by By 

Malcolm Collum, Conservator, The Smithsonian Air and Space 
Museum Revisions by Cuong T. Nguyen, Conservator, The 
Henry Ford 
• AASLH Techinical Leaflet #287, “Care and Management of 

Vehicle Macro-Artifacts” by Marc Sammis and Kurt R. Bell


